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Green-Schools:

Ireland leading the world!

ÅInternational award

Å37 countries

ÅOver 14,500 schools

ÅIreland is a world leader

Å80% (over 3000) of Irish 
schools registered

Å1769 schools awarded 
flag (s)
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To encourage students, 

parents and teachers to walk, 

cycle, Park ónô Stride, use

public transport or car pool 

instead of using the private car 

on the school run

Green-Schools Travel

The Aim:



The number of children in Ireland travelling from 
their homes to school

Children walking ïhalved since 1991

Children cycling ïreduced

and ... car journeys have increased

Why Green-Schools 
Travel?



Year Schools Students Car Use Walking and 

Cycling

2007 49 20,000 -10% +8

2008 314 101,000 -12% +8

2009 450 140,000 -13% +8.5%

2010 683 180,000 -14% +9

2011 899 222,000 -15% +10%

2012 1158 265,000 -16% +11%

ñThatôs the first bike at this school 

in 25 yearsò

Principal, Our Ladyôs Secondary School, 

Castleblaney

Our National Targets



The Rural/Urban Mix

52%
48%

Urban Rural

  



Provision of Infrastructure

Questions relating to School 

Infrastructure Yes No Undisclosed

Is there a local rail station? 24% 73.2% 3%

Is there a school bus or private bus? 67.4 % 26.1% 6.5%

Is there a public bus route near the school? 46.4% 51% 3%

Is there a crossing guard / lollipop person 

servicing the school? 27.5% 70.3% 2.2%

Is there a pedestrian crossing outside the 

school? 26.1% 71.7% 2.2%

Are there footpaths of at least 100m leading 

up to the school? 69.6% 27.5% 2.9%

Are there cycle lanes connecting to the 

school? 8.7% 88.4% 2.9%



Á22% decrease in car use

Á43% increase in walking

Á3% increase in cycling 

BUT 6.5% increase when 

training and parking are 

provided. 

Our Results - 2009
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Our Mechanism for Success
The Seven Steps 



ÁStaff

ÁGS co-ordinator

ÁAwareness Raising

ÁActions

ÁInitiatives

ÁTraining

ÁInfrastructure

Our Tools for Success



Since Sept 2008 Travel Officers 

have made almost 2,540 visits 

to schools



ÁSurveys

ÁAssemblies

ÁStaff/Parents meetings

ÁCommittee meeting

ÁAnnual Competition

ÁFun Awards

ÁFestivals & Events

Awareness Raising



St. Patricks Day Parade

St. 

Patricks 

Day 

Float, Co. 

Galway



ÁWOW Days

ÁCOW Days

ÁBOWWOW Days

ÁGreen Days

ÁTravel Action Days

Action Days





Travel Action Day in Clare


